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(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 

the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. PENCE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. PETER-
SON) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. PAUL addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

30-SOMETHING WORKING GROUP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. MEEK) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority 
leader. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
it’s an honor to be before the House 
once again. As you know, the 30-Some-
thing Working Group, we have been 
coming to the floor now for some 5 
years to not only share with the Mem-
bers but also with the American people 
on what’s happening here in the Cap-
itol. 

I’m going to do a short segment be-
cause we have other Members that 
need to come to the floor. And the hour 
is late, and tomorrow we’re going to be 
working pretty hard past this hour to-
morrow, I’m pretty sure. And we want 
to make sure that everyone is able to 
make it home and do the things that 
they need to do to prepare for that day. 

Mr. Speaker, with that, I just would 
like to say that we’ve been in debate 
now for a couple of hours on the budg-
et, the 2009 budget. And I can tell you, 
Federal budget, as it relates to the 
House version, I can tell you what I’ve 
read and seen of the President’s budg-
et, we have a lot of patching up to do 
in that budget. 

Tomorrow we will have a number of 
different caucuses coming to the floor 
presenting their budget, their ideas. 
Some of them came before us today to 
talk about some of those issues to be 
considered before the full House, and 
I’m glad that we are providing that op-
portunity for the Members to partici-
pate in that process; also, to be in de-
bate with the Republicans on Demo-
cratic new ideas, moving in a new di-

rection. And I think it’s so very, very 
important not only for the Members of 
the House to be a part of that exercise, 
but also for the American people to 
witness that exercise so that they will 
know, firsthand, who has the best pri-
orities for the working American peo-
ple that are out there, and those that 
are retired and those that are yet un-
born, preparing this Nation to be able 
to bring them up in a way and to be 
able to have the resources in place so 
that they can see the kind of strong 
America that I witnessed when I came 
about. 

Now, let me just share a little bit 
about this budget. And it supports fis-
cal responsibility and also account-
ability on government. I think a lot of 
the frustration with so many Ameri-
cans right now is based upon a lack of 
accountability, a lack of oversight, a 
lack of restraint as it relates to spend-
ing. And I think when you have ac-
countability, you’re going to save 
money. I don’t think it, I know it. 

Now, 13 years in public service, and 8 
years at the State level, I think it’s 
important that we embody that. And 
this budget, it brings the budget back 
to balance by 2010, and our House budg-
et, unlike the President’s budget that 
he has proposed, not only to the House, 
but to the Senate, also the budget fol-
lows PAYGO rules which you say pay 
as you go, something that we adopted 
in our rules to say if we’re going to 
spend it, we’re going to show how we’re 
going to pay for it. And I’m glad to see 
that we’re still embracing not only 
that rule, but also that philosophy as it 
relates to the American people, of what 
they ask for. 

The administration also continues in 
the fiscally irresponsible practices. 
And in this budget we bring it back to 
being responsible. And it’s a real con-
trast, because since January 2001, a $5.6 
trillion, 10-year surplus has been con-
verted into a record deficit. And as you 
know, Mr. Speaker, I come to the floor 
almost every night to share how that 
deficit has crippled America and hasn’t 
allowed us to be able to do the things 
that we need to do back in our dis-
tricts. 

I think we look at the wasteful 
spending; this administration is lit-
tered with examples of wasted spending 
and lack of accountability. And I’m 
glad that Chairman SPRATT of South 
Carolina has embraced that in his 
budget that he’s bringing to the floor. 
Our budget that we’re bringing on the 
Democratic side, we’re looking at not 
only strengthening the economy, but 
creating jobs and at the same time en-
ergy, education, jobs, infrastructure 
and innovation will be the watchwords 
as we move through this process as 
basic principles. And so many Ameri-
cans can, and also the Members, can go 
on www.budget.house.gov to look at 
the Democratic budget because I think 
it’s important that we have that level 
of transparency so that they can take a 
look at the proposals that we are going 
to put forward. 

So many of my constituents and so 
many Americans are challenged by the 
cost of energy. And we do know on Jan-
uary 22 of 2001, gas prices were at $1.47. 
And now, today it’s at $3.13 per gallon. 
And I know many of my constituents 
and many of the Americans that are 
paying attention to the proceedings 
here on the floor, they’re saying, well, 
Congressman, you’re a little bit off of 
that $3.13, because as I moved around 
Washington, D.C. today I saw it as a lot 
greater. 

b 2130 

We provide, with our budget, as it re-
lates to dealing with some of these gas 
issues, it provides a $6.1 billion funding 
for renewable energy and energy effi-
ciency and other energy programs, 
which is $1.1 billion, 21 percent more 
than the 2008 level. 

So we are moving in that direction 
making those kinds of investments, 
and some may translate that into say-
ing that we are pulling ourselves out of 
Iraq, out of the Middle East and invest-
ing in the Midwest and trying to not 
only push private sector but also 
Americans in the direction of being 
more energy efficient so that we don’t 
find ourselves continuing to depend on 
the big oil companies. 

If I can have my big oil company 
chart, I would appreciate it, because I 
think it’s important to be able to re-
flect on it. Also, it rejects President 
Bush’s budget cuts of energy efficiency 
and renewable energy programs, in-
cluding the cuts to solar energy power, 
and also what the President did in ter-
minating the weatherization-assistance 
program. We are replacing all of that, 
and I think it’s important for Ameri-
cans to understand what is happening 
here. 

These big oil companies have reaped 
record profits under the Bush adminis-
tration, and as you can see here in 2002, 
it was first $30 billion in record-break-
ing profits. It then kicked over $59 bil-
lion, $82 billion, $109 billion, $118 billion 
and $123.3 billion of these oil companies 
raking in these profits. And as you 
know, Mr. Speaker, we have moved leg-
islatively to make sure that we call 
back some of those giveaways that the 
Republican Congress gave these oil 
companies. 

And this has resulted in what I 
talked about a little earlier, $1.47 when 
the Bush administration started in 
January 22, 2001, and it almost sounds 
like an inauguration date, and what we 
face now at $3.13. The barrel of oil con-
tinues to go up. 

So this energy investment and being 
efficient is very, very important to the 
country, also very, very important to 
national security. 

We also invest in hundreds of billions 
of dollars in new investment and green 
jobs, green-collar jobs. These are jobs, 
Mr. Speaker, that we can’t ship over-
seas. When we make our building 
greener, when we make our homes 
greener, these are jobs that anyone 
who can even be a high school dropout 
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